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APPROVING THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMON-

WEALTH OF PUERTO RICO WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY

THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO ON MARCH 3, 1952

JUNE 28, 1952.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. ENGLE, from the committee of conference, submitted the following

CONFERENCE REPORT

[To accompany H. J. Res. 4301

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two

Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the joint resolution

(H. J. Res. 430) approving the Constitution of the Commonwealth

of Puerto Rico which was adopted by the people of Puerto Rico on

March 3, 1952, having met, after full and free conference, have agreed

to recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as

follows:
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment

of the Senate, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows:

In lieu of the language of the Senate amendment insert the follow-

ing: That the constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico which

was drafted by the selected delegates to the Constitutional Convention

of Puerto Rico and adopted by the people of Puerto Rico in a referendum

of March 8, 1952, in accordance with the Act entitled "An Act to pro-

vide for the organization of a constitutional government by the people of

Puerto Rico", approved July 8, 1950 (64 Stat. 319; 48 U. S. C., secs.

781b-731e), is hereby approved by the Congress of the United States,

except section 20 of article II of said constitution: Provided, That sec-

tion 5 of article II thereof shall have no force and effect until amended

by the people of Puerto Rico under the procedure prescribed by article VII

of the constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico by adding to

such section 5 the following declaration: "Compulsory attendance at

elementary public schools to the extent permitted by the facilities of the

state as herein provided shall not be construed as applicable to those who

receive elementary education in schools established under nongovern-

mental auspices": Provided further, That except for the purpose of

adopting the amendments to section 5 of article II and to section 8 of

article VII as herein provided, article VII of said constitution likewise
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shall have no force and effect until amended by the people of Puerto
Rico under the terms of said article by adding to section 3 of article VII
the following new sentence: "Any amendment or revision of this con-
stitution shall be consistent with the resolution enacted by the Congress
of the United States approving this constitution, with the applicable
provisions of the Constitution of the United States, with the Puerto
Rican Federal Relations Act, and with Public Law 600, Eighty-first
Congress, adopted in the nature of a compact": And provided further,
That the constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico hereby
approved shall become effective when the Constitutional Convention of
Puerto Rico shall have declared in a formal resolution its acceptance in
the name of the people of Puerto Rico of the conditions of approval
herein contained, and when the Governor of Puerto Rico, being duly
notified by the proper officials of the Constitutional Convention of Puerto
Rico that such resolution of acceptance has been formally adopted, shall
issue a proclamation to that effect.

CLAIR ENGLE,
LLOYD M. BENTSEN,
REVA BECK BOSONE,
FRED L. CRAWFORD,
A. L. MILLER,

Managers on the Part of the House.
JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY,
JAMES E. MURRAY,
ERNEST W. MCFARLAND,
EUGENE D. MILLIKIN,
GUY CORDON,

Managers on the Part of the Senate.



STATEMENT OF THE MANAGERS ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE

The managers on the part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate
to the joint resolution (H. J. Res. 430) approving the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico which was adopted by the people
of Puerto Rico on March 3, 1952, submit the following statement in
explanation of the effect of the action agreed upon and recommended
in the accompanying conference report as to each of such amendments,
namely:
The conference agreement deletes that portion of the Senate amend-

ment making it mandatory that every proposed change in the new
Puerto Rican Constitution be approved by the Congress of the
United States. The conferees believe that in keeping with the spirit
of Public Law 600, Eighty-first Congress, and the purposes of the
Puerto Rican Constitution, the people of Puerto Rico should have
freedom to change their constitution within the limits of applicable
provisions of the United States Constitution, the Puerto Rican
Federal Relations Act, Public Law 600, Eighty-first Congress, and
House Joint Resolution 430. Accordingly the conferees specified
such limitations in detail in their amendment.

Although the Senate amended House Joint Resolution 430 by
substituting a new section, most of it merely contained perfecting
language. The only major change made by the Senate was the
second proviso following the words "nongovernmental auspices"
which would have required approval by the United States Congress of
each amendment to the Puerto Rican Constitution. This proviso was
stricken and the following language inserted:
Provided further, That except for the purpose of adopting the amendments to
section 5 of article II and to section 3 of article VII as herein provided, article
VII of said constitution likewise shall have no force and effect until amended by
the people of Puerto Rico under the terms of said article by adding to section 3
of article VII the following new sentence: "Any amendment or reN,ision of this
constitution shall be consistent with the resolution enacted by the Congress of
the United States approving this constitution, with the applicable provisions of
the Constitution of the United States, with the Puerto Rican Federal Relations
Act, and with Public Law 600, Eighty-firsi, Congress, adopted in the nature of a
compact:".

CLAIR ENGLE,
LLOYD M. BENTSEN, Jr.,
REVA BECK BOSONE,
FRED L. CRAWFORD,
A. L. MILLER,

Managers on the Part of the House.
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